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Body Image
Learning to Love Who We Are
The statistics are alarming. The majority
of U.S. women--some estimate more
than 80 percent--are unhappy with
their appearance. At least 10 million
young women, and 1 million young men
have an eating disorder. Girls as young
as 6 and 7 are expressing disapproval of
their looks, and most fourth-grade girls
are already diet veterans. Most
unsettling is the fact that more women,
and girls, fear becoming fat than they do
dying.

Combating the Images

How do you see yourself? Are you
content with the person looking back at
you from the mirror each morning or
do you frown in frustration?

magazine covers, others are trying to
teach young girls to love their bodies,
beautiful imperfections and all. One way
to combat the Hollywood hype and to
create an appreciation for the bodies we
have is through hands-on massage and
bodywork.

Why Massage Affects
Body Perception

Being unhappy with our bodies has
serious, and sometimes lifelong,
ramifications. Feelings of unworthiness
and self-loathing can set up a lifetime of
self-deprecating
behaviors.
What
regularly scheduled massage allows us to
do is "get back" into our bodies and
reconnect with ourselves. Massage can

"The wound is
the place where
the Light enters
you."
-Rumi

Office Hours and Contact
Branches Holistic Massage & Wellness
www.branchesholistic.com
(313) 518-3003
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Massage can help restore feelings of self-worth and nurturing--key for body image issues.

In this Issue

Unfortunately, many of us are unhappy
with the person looking back. Whether
it's lamenting about having a
pear-shaped figure instead of an
hourglass, or exhibiting more serious,
self-hating body dysmorphic disorders,
body image is under siege in our
celebrity-fixated society. While Madison
Avenue continues to airbrush photos of
svelte, 120-pound supermodels for
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What is Hot Stone Massage?
Hot or Cold for Injuries?

help us release physical and mental
patterns of tension, enhancing our
ability to experience our bodies
(regardless of their shape and size) in a
more positive way. Just as it facilitates
our ability to relax, massage also
encourages an awareness of the body,
often allowing us to more clearly see and
Continued on page 2
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identify destructive behaviors, including
overeating or purging.
Massage also creates a sense of nurturing
that is especially powerful when it comes
to poor body image. Accepting the
nonjudgmental touch of a trained
therapist goes a long way toward
rebuilding an appreciation and respect
for your own body. If we find acceptance
for who we are and how we look, we are
giving ourselves permission to live
comfortably in the skin we have.

The Value of Massage

Research shows that touch is a powerful
ally in the quest for physical and mental
health. Not only does it help us be more
in tune with our bodies, it can also helps
restore a sense of "wholeness" that is
often lost in our segmented,
overscheduled lives. When we regain that
connection, it's much easier to
remember that our bodies are
something to be cherished, nurtured,
and loved, not belittled, betrayed, and
forgotten.

Through the Scars

We also have to remember that a
negative body image is not necessarily
about those few extra pounds on the
hips. It might instead be tied to the scars
of past injuries and surgeries. Massage
can help here, too. For burn victims,
research has shown massage can help in
the healing process, while for
postsurgery breast cancer patients,
massage and bodywork can reintegrate a
battered body and spirit. In addition to
softening scar tissue and speeding
postsurgery recovery, massage and
bodywork for these clients is about
respect, reverence, and learning to look
at, and beyond, the scars.

Finding the Stillness

Experts say that when the tissues start to
let go and relax under a massage
therapist's hands, profound shifts occur
emotionally and physically. A softening
happens, and the brain and body begin

to integrate again. The chasm between
body and mind that created the eating
disorder, or fueled the negative body
image, begins to narrow. In her book,
"Molecules of Emotion," Georgetown
University Medical School professor
Candace Pert explains that the body is
the "actual outward manifestation, in
physical space, of the mind." She says
that if we generate negative energy in
response to our appearance, it can
eventually find its way into reality.
Self-acceptance, then, is paramount for
living well, and massage/bodywork is a
healthy path to get you there. Finding
the stillness in a massage session allows
you to just "be," without judgment.
Partner that with the comfort that comes
from allowing your body to be nurtured
by someone else, and we begin to
remember our value, regardless of our
outward appearance, or what we perceive
it to be.

Valuable for every age and every body
type, massage and bodywork have
innumerable benefits. Here are a few:
- Alleviates low-back pain and improves
range of motion.
- Decreases medication dependence.
- Eases anxiety and depression.
- Enhances immunity by stimulating
lymph flow.
- Exercises and stretches weak, tight, or
atrophied muscles.
- Increases joint flexibility.
- Improves circulation by pumping
oxygen and nutrients into tissues and
vital organs.
- Releases endorphins--the body's
natural painkiller.

Every Shape and Size

Whether a client weighs 30 pounds or
300 pounds, massage and bodywork
therapists are trained to appreciate all
bodies, without judgment, and to
deliver the best care possible. As in any
session, a therapist's goal is to create an
environment that feels safe and
nurturing for clients, all while
delivering much needed therapeutic
touch. For heavier clients, some minor
adjustments might be needed in the
delivery of the bodywork, but its
nurturing, therapeutic, nonjudgmental
role will remain unchanged.
Cultivating a positive sense of self, from the inside out, contributes to a life well lived.

What is Hot Stone Massage?
Jed Heneberry
Stone massage is a luxurious experience
in which the massage therapist uses
warmed, smooth stones to provide
bodywork, warming muscle tissue to
reduce muscle tension and stiffness, and
eliciting physical healing, mental
relaxation, and a spiritual connection to
earth energy
Photos frequently incorrectly portray
the treatment with massage clients
relaxing on a towel with stones placed
artfully along their naked spines.
In reality, two insulating layers, a sheet
and a thick bath towel, will be placed on
your skin, and the stones will be placed
upon it. Your massage therapist will be
using stones heated to 130-140 degrees
Fahrenheit. Stones should never rest
directly on your skin; they will only
touch your skin if the therapist is
holding them to apply strokes.

Should I Get One?

The heat of stone massage can be

especially
beneficial
for
certain
populations and something to avoid for
others. Specific chronic muscular
conditions like frozen shoulder or
low-back pain benefit as the heat helps
tissues relax during massage work. And,
while stone massage is lauded for the
relaxation it promotes, therapists can
use it for targeted trigger-point work
and myofascial release as well.

oPromotes local circulation in the area
where it is applied.
oWarms soft-tissue structures so they
are ready for firm work more quickly.

Those who should avoid hot stone
massage include people with diabetes,
neuropathy, rheumatoid arthritis, skin
conditions covering large areas of the
body, or local skin conditions such as
sunburn, broken skin, localized
swelling, or other soft-tissue injuries.
Following are some of the benefits
associated with stone therapies:
oReduces anxiety, pain, and stress.
oPromotes mental and physical
relaxation.
oCreates a feeling of groundedness
and balance.
oEnhances connection to earth energy.

Heated stones can provide a wealth of benefits

Hot or Cold for Injuries?
How to Know Which is Best for You
Art Riggs
We all know that treating an injury
immediately after it happens can help
minimize the pain and damage as well as
facilitate recovery. But after rolling your
ankle in a soccer game, or hurting your
back when lifting your toddler, or
tweaking your knee when stepping out of
your car, what's best? Should you ice it
to try to control inflammation, or would
heat be better to promote circulation?
While it's difficult to establish a fail-safe
rule for when to apply ice or heat, the
general directive is to use ice for the first
forty-eight to seventy-two hours after an
acute injury and then switch to heat.

It Depends

The reality is that many conditions are
not necessarily the result of a specific
injury. I call these conditions "recurrent
acute" and find them by far the most

common: sciatica that occurs when you
drive a car; a back that flares up every
time you garden; or tennis elbow from
intense computer work. In these cases,
consistent and frequent applications of
ice may prove very helpful over long
periods
of
time,
particularly
immediately after experiencing the event
that causes problems.
Conversely, back or other muscle spasms
caused by overexertion rather than
injury may benefit greatly from heat
immediately upon the onset of
symptoms or immediately after exercise
in order to relax the muscles and
increase circulation. Also, muscle belly
pain not resulting from acute and
serious trauma generally responds well
to heat, which can break the spasms and
release the strain. On the other hand,
nerve and tendon pain--regardless of

the duration of symptoms, even if you've
been
experiencing
them
for
months--benefit from ice.

What Works for You

The bottom line: different individuals
will constitutionally vary greatly in their
reactions. Some people are more prone
to the types of inflammation exacerbated
by heat, while others find their bodies
contracting and tightening at the mere
mention of ice. Try each option and pay
close attention to how your body and
mind respond, and let your gut be your
guide. Ultimately, what works best for
you is, well, what's best for you.

"Change, like
healing, takes
time."
-Veronica Roth

Please join us for our SOUND HEALING MEDITATION with
Lisa Harthun!
WHEN: Wed. Sept. 4th at 7:00 PM
COST: $20.00 (cash only) at the door
NOTE: Please plan to arrive early to get settled in. No late
arrivals will be permitted once the meditation begins.
WHAT TO BRING: Yoga mat, blanket, pillow, eye covering,
item for the Healing Altar (to be given back at the end of the
event).
Chair seating is available for those who would prefer to
remain seated throughout the meditation.
For more information contact Branches Holistic @ (313)
518-3003 or Lisa Harthun of Healing Balance LLC Holistic
Wellness Therapy @ (248) 880-8182 or see our Facebook
event for more info: @branchesholistic
THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME SHARE IN YOUR
WELL-BEING!
Maria Asbel, LMT

Branches Holistic Massage & Wellness LLC
7740 Allen Road
Allen Park, MI 48101

