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Stretch Out
A few precautions can prevent future pain
Kelli Crosby
You brush your teeth daily because you
don't want cavities or gum disease,
right? Well, what do you do on a daily
basis to prevent tension in your neck?
Brushing your teeth offers you
preventive dental care, but what if you
could learn to be preventive with the rest
of your body?

Sit Up Straight.

We all have bad daily habits we don't
even notice until something starts to
hurt. These bad habits are the root cause
of many painful conditions. To help
prevent pain, however, we can turn these
bad habits into good habits that can be
worked into our daily routine. Here is
some general advice that can apply to
almost every part of daily living.

Sleep on Your Back or Side.

Sit in a chair with your hands on your
hips. Slouch. Feel how your hips roll
back (if you're wearing jeans, you'll be
sitting on your pockets). Now sit up
straight by moving your pelvis forward
and centering your weight over your
pelvis and off your buttocks.
Sleeping on your stomach makes you
twist your neck and body in order to
breathe. This twisted position is terrible
for your spine, especially for prolonged
periods during sleep. Check your pillow
and make sure it has a thickness that will
support your neck in a position neutral
to the rest of your spine. Try a

Be happy for
this moment.
This moment is
your life.
-Omar Khayyam

Office Hours and Contact
Branches Holistic Massage & Wellness
www.branchesholistic.com
(313) 530-2813
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Even just a few minutes at work can help turn bad habits into good ones.

Don't Slouch.

Slouching puts strain on your neck and
can give you a headache. Your head
weighs roughly 10 pounds-about as
much as a bowling ball. Your spine is
designed to balance that bowling ball
when you're in an upright posture. If
you slouch, your muscles have to do
more work to hold your head up, which
makes your muscles tight and angry.

memory-foam contour pillow, especially
if you are a side sleeper.

Bend with a Straight Spine.

Bending over with a curved back puts
pressure on your disc material and
strains the spine. The pressure created
during incorrect bending can cause the
Continued on page 2
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discs to bulge and put pressure on spinal
nerves. Your back was not made to lower
and raise your body-that's what your
buttocks, hips, and knees are for.
Stand with your knees shoulder-width
apart and pretend you are going to lift a
50-pound box off the floor. If you are
bending your knees and hips and using
your legs to lower and raise your body
weight, you are lifting correctly. Now,
use the same technique to pick your
shoes up off the floor. Think about a
squatting movement when you need to
lean forward, too-such as while washing
your face in the sink. Let your hips and
knees do the work.

Take Regular Stretch Breaks.

The muscles in your arms and hands get
tight when you grip or pull. The muscles
in your neck and shoulders get tight
when you reach forward or away from
your body. Give these muscles a break
with a simple stretch.

like a tennis player waiting for a serve.
The knees are over your toes (but not
beyond the toes), buttocks are backward,
and shoulders are forward.

prevent future issues and address
current ones. Don't wait until it's a
problem. Start stretching today and,
little by little, your body will thank you.

-- Don't try to carve out 30 minutes
daily for a stretching routine. If you
stretch regularly throughout the day,
you will be more effective at keeping
tissue loose. Remember, it only takes 10
seconds to stretch a muscle-so find those
seconds during your day and make the
most of them.

Kelli Crosby is the author of
How to Think Like a Physical Therapist
in Your Everyday Life.
She graduated in 1999 from the University of North
Florida and completed her specialty certification in
orthopedic manipulative therapy in 2006.

-- Think about stretching the same way
you think about hydration. Don't wait
until you're thirsty to drink water; by
then you're already dehydrated. If you
wait until something hurts before you
stretch, you could develop chronic
tension that can lead to everything from
a headache to tendinitis.
A daily stretching routine will help

It only takes 10 seconds to lengthen the
tight tissue, which will take pressure off
your joints and prevent chronic
conditions like tendinitis and bursitis.
Watch for opportunities to work in a
brief stretch.

Undo Yourself.

Evaluate the position of your body
during your daily activities and make
sure you "undo" that position during
the day. There is no way to teach a
stretch for every single activity you do,
but if you take the time to reverse the
position of the joint and stretch in the
opposite direction, you will lengthen
tight tissue and reduce repetitive strain
on joints.

Tips to
Body

Save

Your

Replacing bad habits with good ones
takes time and thought, but the effort is
well worth it. Here are some helpful tips
to keep you on track.
-- If you keep waking up on your
stomach, wear a pair of gym shorts to
bed and put a golf ball in each pocket.
When you roll onto your stomach, the
golf balls will wake you up and you can
return to your back or side.
-- When unloading the dishwasher and
getting laundry out of the machine, pose
Strecthing for 10 seconds can take pressure off your joints and help relieve pain.

Reach Bodywork Nirvana
Create a checklist to maximize your experience
Darren Buford
Crafting the perfect massage or
bodywork session requires transparency
between you and your therapist. Of top
priority: communication. Without some
back and forth conversation between you
and your therapist, you may not get what
you're looking for, or you may be
unsatisfied with the direction your
practitioner takes.
Following is a checklist to help ensure
you maximize your experience.
Arrive on time
Being there 10-15 minutes before the
session keeps you from feeling rushed.
Relay all appropriate medical history
Allergies?
Injuries?
Medications?
Surgeries? Speak up, for safety reasons.
Your preexisting conditions could
change your therapist's protocol for
your session.
Set clear goals
Have you explained the areas you want

addressed? Your therapist isn't a mind
reader.
Be open
Therapists' strategies may not involve a
direct path to your sore elbow.
Understand that the body works in
mysterious
ways,
and
your
knowledgeable therapist may take a more
circuitous path to healing than you
expect.

Book your next session
Rome wasn't built in a day, and your
body may not be "fixed" in one session.
Bodywork is cumulative and often
requires a regular regimen to get things
just right. Before you depart, be sure to
schedule your next appointment.
Discussing a treatment plan with your
therapist will help you reach nirvana.

Be quiet ...
It's your time; you paid for it. Relax and
bathe yourself in the stress reduction
and healing
bodywork offers.
... But speak up when you don't like
something
Room too cold? Too hot? Pressure too
deep? Too light? Music not to your
taste? Aromatherapy too pungent? Your
therapist wants you to enjoy your time,
so let him or her know when something
isn't right.

Create your checklist to reach bodywork nirvana.

Don't Get Sick!
Prevention is Key
Leslie Roste
Regardless of whether the threat is a
simple cold or the flu, there are several
things you can do to protect yourself
from unnecessary downtime.
Proper Hand Washing
This gets top billing because of its true
effectiveness in preventing illness. The
most important aspects of hand washing
are the length of time (at least 30
seconds) and the amount of friction you
use, not the water temperature. In fact,
warm water is better than hot, as hot
water dries the skin, leaving more
microscopic openings on its surface. In
cases where hand washing is not
practical, keep hand sanitizer available.
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can also
contribute to drying of the skin, so be
diligent about moisturizing.
Immunizations

Have you had all your shots? The most
underimmunized group in America is
women aged 30-55. Check with your
physician to make sure you are
up-to-date
on
everything
from
influenza to tetanus.
Fluids and More Fluids
Staying well hydrated clearly benefits our
skin, the largest organ of our immune
system. The advice to stay adequately
hydrated is even more important in the
cold, dry months of winter.
Eat Your Vitamins
A balanced diet, which includes all food
groups, gives your immune system the
resources it needs when it faces a
challenge like the flu.
Eight Hours of Sleep
Research continues to prove how vital

this is to every part of our well-being. It
affects everything from our ability to
resist illness to managing weight.
Hands and Face
It is important to keep your hands away
from your face--particularly the eyes,
mouth, and nose, which are favorite
points of entry for viruses. Start paying
attention to how frequently you touch
your face. Break the habit, and you
could reduce your risk of colds and flu
this season by more than 50 percent.
Leslie Roste has degrees in nursing and
microbiology and is employed by King
Research in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Try to be a
rainbow in
someone's cloud.
-Maya Angelou
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